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My Priorities

To meet our state’s many
competing needs, the governor
has proposed some sharp cuts,
particularly in human services,
for the coming biennium. I
will work hard to ensure that
we are careful to avoid cutting 200' B d t R p t
necessary programs that help u q e e o r

children, seniors, and the dis-
abled.

My priorities are:

e Building an outstanding and safe learning environment in

our schools - .
Dear citizens of the 43rd District,

e Protecting the region’s natural environment

e Increasing access to health care Crafting a budget is one of the most important things we do in
e Improving our transportation system so that we can spend Olympia. Every two years we write a budget that charts the course
g our state will take for the coming two years and beyond. The deci-

sions we make shape the quality of our public schools, impact the

* Ensuring that a safety net exists for those left behind by our efficiency of our transportation system, affect the health of our fellow

region’s economy citizens, and influence the condition of our natural environment.
These are my priorities. Please feel free to contact me with your This year we face tremendous challenges as we head into budget
thoughts and concerns regarding these issues, the budget and other negotiations. With health care costs rising by $1 billion, two voter-
areas of legislation. approved education initiatives costing another estimated $684 mil-

lion, the recent passage of I-695, an energy shortage, a drought and a
Capitol-shaking earthquake, we will have to make many tough
choices. Additionally, the governor has vowed to keep the legislature
in session until we pass a long-term transportation plan.

' If you have any ideas or want to find out more about the 2001
Kﬁeﬂ" 1] Tm legislative session, feel free to contact my office. I welcome sugges-

tions on how to better serve the citizens of the 43rd District.

Hotline: E-mail:
1-800-562-6000 murray_ed@leg.wa.gov Sincerely
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How we got here

Falling revenues Other Key Budget Areas  Capital Budget

The House Capital Budget Committee oversees the construction and devel-

f ° o _ opment of buildings for higher education, public schools, prisons, as well as
Tax Ccu tS or b“SlneSS 'I'ransport ati on TR “ﬂ 1 dedicating funds to build low-income and affordable housing, parks, preserving

T;- open space, and restoring salmon habitat.
e,

Responding to an anti-tax climate that first mani-
fested itself with the passage of Initiative 601 in 1993,
the legislature took several major steps to reduce taxes
starting during the 1994 legislative session. Unfortu-
nately, these tax reductions, largely benefiting big busi-
nesses, have had an especially deep impact on recent
budgets.

Since 1980 the population of our state has grown by 41
percent while the amount of miles driven daily has risen 78
percent. All of us have felt the impacts of this- whether arriv-
ing late for work or missing an appointment or showing up
late for dinner. Our transportation mess must be addressed
immediately. Consequently, this year we are charged with

As co-chair of this committee, I am working with my fellow committee
members to address the many important needs of this state. Though this will be
one of the smaller capital budgets in years, I remain committed to:

e Restoring cuts to the Housing Trust Fund.
e Protecting and preserving recreation and conservation lands through the

Since 1995, tax reductions passed by the legislature
have cost the state $2.4 billion in revenues.

Initiative 695

1-695, though found unconstitutional by the state

developing a statewide transportation plan that guides us well
into the future.

As a member of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Trans-
portation, I worked closely with leaders from the environ-
mental, labor, and business communities. We examined our
state’s traffic problems as well as future population and hous-

Washington Wildlife Recreation Program such as South Lake Union Park.

Guaranteeing funding to enable the Trust Land Transfer Program to set
aside state trust lands as natural areas or parks.

Providing adequate resources to promote salmon recovery efforts.

Repairing and renovating community
and technical college facilities includ-

Supreme Court, regrettably was passed by the legislature ing growth trends and crafted a series of recommendations to ' o I
last year in the form of a major reduction in the Motor improve our transportation system. Among our many recommendations were two key proposals- Seeitele Canall Commutn Collg:
Vehicle Excise Tax (MVET). This reduction took over 1) dedicating one-third of new revenue to transportation choices such as bus, rail transit, promot- - e funding f '
$1.2 billion away from our transportation system, hit- ing carpools, and fostering development around transit centers, and 2) creating a flexible revenue *  Continuing to provide funding for
ting local bus service, such as Metro, especially hard. source to fund portions of the transportation system not covered by the gas tax. These two mea- Arts./HeriFlzige/t(lloEn mum;y Ser\’i}ﬁe

The initiative also slashed more than $230 million in sures would dramatically increase our flexibility in addressing traffic problems and give local com- ﬁio];ds 1Helt1 é o ) tpaée It ealt re,
funds that the state distributes to cities and counties for munities more autonomy in addressing regional transportation needs. Ceents:v?estirati(())rr?zli?lle 3&03 d gﬁlep-
criminal justice and other important local government Ultimately, the voters will decide what kind of an investment we will make in our transporta- herd Center and the Dearborn House.
expenditures. tion infrastructure, but the recommendations of the commission serve as a strong foundation.

Current budget framework

Risinq Costs Health Care

Spending on medical care for children and people with disabilities along with state employ- So that’s what we’re faced with this session.
° PP . ees, such as Washington State Patrol officers and schoolteachers, is projected to grow by $1.2 To summarize with the specifics, the state budget for the
[ducatlon Inltlatlves billion in the next biennium, an increase of more than one-third over the current budget. upcoming 2001-2003 biennium presents — to put it mildly —
The two education spending initiatives This growth is attributable partly to the high cost of prescription drugs and increased state an unprecedented set of challenges. According to the March
that passed overwhelmingly last fall show efforts to provide health coverage to low-income families and seniors. Despite our state efforts, forecast, state revenue is estimated to be $22.3 billion in the
our state’s strong support for teachers and between 600,000 and 700,000 Washington residents still lack any health care coverage. next 24-month budget period (July 1, 2001, through June 30,
our commitment to building an excellent o o 2003). However, it’s e§timated that we’ll need $22.5 billion in
educational system in Washington. Other Risi ng Costs the new budget to maintain our present level of programs and

Increased costs to retain workers who directly serve the elderly, disabled and foster care sbgwicgs alo_n‘;ééTélSe lf.tﬁ.te budget for the current, 1939-2001
children, salary increases for state and higher education employees, higher overall school lennium, 1s : illion.)

costs, and costly lawsuits against the state are some of the other major forces acting on our Unfortunately, our budget problems are not as simple as
budget. lifting the I-601 lid. The problem is that we have a major short-

fall of revenue. This puts us in the unpleasant position of try-
ing to raise revenue, cut spending or do some of both.

These measures, reducing class sizes
and raising teacher pay, are important steps
towards improving our education system.
Still, paying for them will be costly. The
initiatives did not establish a new funding
mechanism, instead setting aside approxi-
mately $684 million in new spending from
existing state funds.

To retain the many valuable individuals who serve some of our state’s most needy resi-
dents, the state is considering whether to increase its allocation for these importance service
workers at an estimated cost of $107 million for the coming biennium.




